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Dove Tales

Angels
Corner

We are all angels
with only one wing.

We can only fly while
embracing each

other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to all who donated to purchase
Bible Sticks for military personnel…
… to Dick & Betty Kovach for
opening their home and backyard for
our annual Steak Cook-out…
… to Farrah Hayden and Caroline
Trunoske for stepping in when
needed in the nursery…
… to Tim Beasley, Michele
Anderson-Beck, Bryan Petersen,
Andrew Silva, Amy Trunoske and

Janet Hayden for another great year
of Music Camps…
… to Dean & Marcia Chapman for
opening their home and sharing their
pool with the TeenSong Youth
Group…
… to Kevin Cannon for leading the
trail hikes…
… to Ruby Collins for keeping the
pew backs in order…
… to Ruth Ann & Ron Isaacs for
printing and preparing the bulletins for
worship…
… to Cindy White for running the
church office, and Jackie Hopkey for
handling the finances while Loretta
Block was on vacation...

… to Mike Jolls for repairing the
office door.

IT TAKES MANY HANDS WORKING
TOGETHER TO DO GOD’S WORK

The
Sacrament of
Holy Baptism
was celebrated

Sunday, August 3, to welcome Ethan
Wayne Nachtigall, son of Shaun
Woods II and Rikki Nachtigall. Janet
Hayden is Ethan’s great-grandmother;
his sponsors are Farrah Hayden and
Sean Moore.

.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations to date - $3,716 for the 2014 general budget.

Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

Second quarter statement

There was an error in the April 20 offering
posting (incorrect year), so the statements that

were mailed recently didn’t reflect your offering for that date.
The postings have since been corrected, but if you require an
amended statement, please email Jackie at
jackolynh@aol.com, or call the church office, 702 645-1777.

FINANCIAL STANDINGS July 2014 Year-to-Date
2014Ministry Program Income $ 31,191.37 $230,431.21

Ministry Program Expenses $ 26,677.23 $221,467.17

Difference $ 4,514.14
2,795.322,02
9.94

$ 8,963.94

Debt/Building Income $ 4,724.00 $ 33,003.00

Debt/Building Expenses $ 6,573.00 $ 46,011.00

Difference $ - 1,849.00 $ -13,008.00

NET INCOME $ 2,665.14 $ - 4,044.06

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

We will meet Sunday,
September 21, 2014 after the
11:30am service.  It is important
that you attend as we prepare
and discuss Stewardship plans
for the next two months.

God’s blessings,
Ann Taylor



September 2014 3 “That’s the Spirit”

Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlc.org

Web site: http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org
ELCA: www.elca.org

WORSHIP HOURS
(Nursery Provided)

Saturday Worship
Traditional 5:30pm

Sunday Worship
Contemporary 9:00am
Traditional 11:30am

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30pm
Friday 8am - 12:00pm

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Paul Hansen
Music Minister Tim Beasley

Guitarist Andrew Silva
Office Manager Loretta Block
Ministry Coordinator Devra Betts
Custodian Karl Seum
Nursery Coordinator Kathy Moses

CHURCH COUNCIL
Michele Beck, President 702 435-8282
Jim Clark, Secretary 702 395-4588
Fred Schrumm, VP 702 360-9514
Michael Harris, Treas 702 927-4506
Kevin Cannon 702 631-6334
Zachary Nance Youth Rep
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042
Ann Taylor 702 834-7751
Greg Trunoske 702 655-7404
LaShone Manning, Recording Secretary

Newsletter Staff
Editor/Layout:

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042
E-Mail: JackolynH@aol.com

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block
Collators: Ruth Ann Isaacs,

Sue Mayer, Mary West

Pastor Paul’s Letter

September 2014

Dear partners in ministry,

This summer saw some wonderful ministry by the people of Holy Spirit!
Besides your witness in your daily lives, we did some outstanding ministry with
youth and children through our Vacation Bible School, our trip to the Western
States Youth Gathering, and our two weeks of music camps.  We give thanks
for all the fine ministers that God led to give of themselves for the sake of our
children and youth.

We also had some great participation in ministry to vulnerable elderly and to
those who participate in public K-12 education here in our valley.  Last month
nine Holy Spirit members gathered with about forty others to learn about how
together we are identifying the issues and allies we have as we seek to
improve the lives of many vulnerable elderly in our communities.  More
information will be forthcoming.

Thirteen of us from Holy Spirit also gathered with about 40 others to begin
organizing around public K-12 education.  We are only at the beginning stages
of this work but if we do it well, we believe God will empower us toward
meaningful ministry in this area, as well.

Toward that end, we will be holding two listening sessions this month of no
more than an hour-and-a-quarter so that we might connect with one another
and become less isolated, so that we might value and learn from our own past
experiences and that of others, and so that we might find common values and
concerns.  These listening sessions will be held at Holy Spirit on Wednesday
evening, September 10, and on Sunday evening, September 21, beginning
at 6:30pm.

Many of us work for the school district, have or have had children in school in
the district, or have concerns or wisdom to share.  We want to listen, connect
and learn from one another.  Please come and participate.  All you need is a
story about school life in this district and the willingness to listen to others’
stories.  We will build from there.

Through Nevadans for the Common Good, we are already in conversation with
the CCSD Superintendant and looking for ways we can be allies to improve the
educational experience for the children and youth of our valley.  But again, it
will be a long process, but also a very worthwhile process!

Our partner in ministry,

Pastor Paul Hansen
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Music Minister

It’s time to join the choir!

This is my favorite time of the year. It’s
a time of preparation and anticipation
because a new music season is about to
begin. It’s time to start making music
together. What better time is there to get
involved in our music ministry? All
rehearsals will start the week of
September 7. It’s time to join the choir!

KidSong Music Club - Mondays at 6:00-7:00pm

KidSong is for children in Kindergarten through 6th Grade.
This isn’t your typical church choir. It’s Vacation Bible
School, summer camp, games, and activities all rolled into a
club for music-making.

Rejoice Worship Band - Wednesdays at 7:30pm

Rejoice is the worship band that leads music at the 9:00am
service. We have a blast playing guitars, drums, keyboards,
and singing to make a “joyful noise”. This group is joined by
performing an informal, friendly audition. We’re currently in
need of a talented keyboardist and a drummer. Basic music
reading skills are required.

Handbell Choir - Thursdays at 6:00-7:00pm

Handbells are just plain fun. If you’ve
ever heard a handbell choir, you know
there’s just nothing like it. Our ringers
meet on Thursdays at 6:00pm for
rehearsal and fellowship. We play in
worship every month or so. We would
love to have you join us. Basic music
reading skills are needed.

Adult Choir - Thursdays at 7:00pm

The choir meets for rehearsal and fellowship on Thursday
evenings at 7:00pm. The choir sings a variety of music,
rotating through the services every two weeks. We need more
singers. There’s a place for you in the choir!

Festival Choir - begins October 2 at 7:00pm

The Festival Choir will be presenting a Christmas Concert
this year on December 7 at 6:30pm. Rehearsals will begin,
in conjunction with the Adult Choir, on October 2 at 7:00pm.
We need everyone who sings to be involved because we will
promote this as an outreach event in the community. We’ll
have a lot of fun singing the music of Christmas!

September marks my ten year anniversary at Holy Spirit.
Time does fly when you’re having fun. Help me celebrate
God’s love through music. Let’s make some music! It’s time
to join the choir!

Blessings,

Holy Spirit Endowment Fund

It has been a while since we last
communicated to you concerning the
Endowment Fund. This fund has been
established to provide a method for members
and friends of the congregation to give a
lifetime pledge/tithe. It becomes lifetime
because it goes into an investment and the

interest/dividends are used on an annual basis to augment
certain programs within the church, to help new programs get
off the ground, and to provide a means to help with some
global missions.

Generally, the money that comes into the fund is a result
of someone passing away and leaving an inheritance from a
will or trust fund that the individual set up in advance. While
that is a wonderful gift from the deceased, there is another
method to increase the size of the fund. Why wait until you
are deceased to pass on some of your assets when you can do
it early and watch what the fruits of your giving is doing.

Giving can be in the form of money, stocks/bonds and
even property. Please take some time to seriously consider
providing a lifetime of giving now. If you are currently

unable, then don’t procrastinate but make sure your will/trust
has provisions clearly marked to provide
some of your assets into the Endowment
Fund, no matter how small or how large.
Remember, anything you provide will
continue well past your own life. You can
designate the donation for a specific
purpose or make a general distribution, but
please make the decision to donate to such a
worthy fund.

We recently provided $1500 for several programs within
Holy Spirit and some for World Hunger. Wouldn’t it be nice
if we could double that within the next few years? If you have
any questions about the fund or would like some help
providing a donation, please contact any one of the committee
members; Don Cleveland, Charlie Kesling, Keith Hopkey,
Marsha Stevenson, or Dean Chapman. This is truly a gift
that “KEEPS ON GIVING”.

In HIS service,

Dean Chapman
Mission Endowment Fund Committee

D Tim Beasley



September 2014 5 “That’s the Spirit”

Ministry Coordinator

Devra Betts

May you always grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 2 Peter 3:18

God desires more than a
one day a week
relationship with us.  God
invites us into deeper
relationship through prayer
and study of God’s Word.
As we gather to study and

pray together we see God’s story and God’s desire for us
reflected in the pages of the Bible, and the other people in the
study group. Often when we share our life stories—our joys
and struggles, we find that others have or have had, the same
experiences we face.  We learn from one another’s life
experiences.  We were created to be in community with God
and with one another and we can find hope and God’s grace in
one another’s life stories.

The current studies include:

Adult Sunday School (begins September 7)
 10:15am—“That the World May Know” by Ray Vander

Laan is a video-based study, filmed on location in Israel.
These “faith lessons” use history, geography, culture and
Scripture to tour the places where Biblical stories actually
took place. Facilitated by Sandy Hughes in Room 1.

 10:15am—Study and discussion of current week’s
scripture lessons.

 10:15am—Opening Your Heart to God— a 7-week study
on prayer. Topics will include: Why pray? How to pray?
Grow your relationship with God through prayer. Book
fee $7. Facilitated by Alison Rodriquez.

 10:15am—Come and See—the first stage in FaithWalk is
your opportunity to check out the Christian faith, the
Lutheran tradition, and Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
Bring your questions, your stories. All are welcome!

Tuesday
 9:30am—Women in the Spirit (WITS)

This group studies together and supports Nevada
Partnership for Homeless Youth through a variety of
activities. Facilitated by Debra Metzger.

 9:30am—Army of One (men’s group)
Current study is the book of Daniel. Facilitated by Dean

Chapman in the Fellowship Hall. This group shares a
meal together.

Wednesday
 9:30am—Pastor led lectionary study (weekly scriptures

used in the worship service).
 7:00pm—A study of the Book of Hebrews. Bring your

Bible. Facilitated by Devra Betts in Room 1.

Thursday
 6:30pm—Lectionary Study - lay led study of the weekly

scriptures used in the worship service. Facilitated by
Nancy Wier.

Saturday
 3:45pm—This group studies a variety of Biblical topics.

Bring your Bible and join the discussion. Facilitated by
Nancy Wier.

Scholarships are available for book fees. Please talk to the
group leader or to Devra Betts. Unless otherwise noted,
groups meet at the church. Call Devra at 702 645-1777 for
more info. Watch for new groups!

Ministry teams at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church plan and
coordinate many of the worship, study, fellowship, giving,
sharing, and serving opportunities that support and fulfill the
mission of this congregation to engage, equip and embrace our
community.

The following individuals
have prayerfully answered
God’s call to serve as
Ministry and Team
Leaders for the coming
year (July 14, 2014 through
June 15, 2015). Please take
the opportunity to thank
these leaders for their
servant leadership.

Ministry of Adult Discipleship
Janice Demaree Ministry Leader

Adult Discipleship Leader Janice Demaree
Book Nook and Library Alison Rodriquez
Prayer Shawl Ministry Faye Bastarache

Ministry of Congregational Care
Fellowship Team Leader Ruth Ann Isaacs

Helping Hands Joanne Engler

Ministry of Property Management
Terry West Ministry Leader

Property Team Leader Eric Morrison
Safety Team Leader Mike Jolls

Tech Team Leader Michael Harris
Design Team Michele Anderson-Beck

Ministry of Outreach
Karen Harris Ministry Leader

Community Team Leader Karen Harris
ESL Ministry Mary West (praying for a co-leader)

Family Promise Sue and Dan Mayer

Ministry of Generosity or Mission Support
Finance Team Leader Dick Kovach

Stewardship Team Leader Ann Taylor

Ministry of Youth and Family
Amy Trunoske Ministry Leader

Children’s Ministry Leader Gwen Jolls
Youth & Family Team Leader Amy Trunoske

Milestones Ministry (praying for a leader)
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Ministry of Worship & Music
Worship & Music Team Leader Bryan Petersen

Altar Guild Norma Kesling

Ministry of Welcome & Connection
(opportunity to serve—praying for a leader)

Opportunities to Serve
English Learner Language— teach a class or serve as a co-
leader with Mary West
Family Promise— September 21 through October 5 Sign up
in the Fellowship Hall
FaithWalk Sponsor (champion for the journey)—discover
the joy of serving as a sponsor. A Sponsor Workshop is
planned for September 23 at 7pm. Sign up on the
Connection Card, or call me for more information.

Ministry Fair
There are over 50 ways in which you can chose to serve at
Holy Spirit. This does not even include those who serve on
council, or in a community service organization, or those who

share faith in their workplace. The vision of Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church is to be a missionary outpost proclaiming
new life in God in Northwest Las Vegas. And we need YOU!
You are an essential part of the masterpiece that God has
called Holy Spirit Lutheran Church to be in NW Las Vegas.

October 4 and 5, following each worship service, there will be
a Ministry Fair celebrating all the ministries of Holy Spirit
and our community partners (LSSN, etc.). The theme is God’s
Masterpiece. Come and see what God is up to in and through
the people of God at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and how
you might fit in. If you have questions about the ministries at
Holy Spirit or, if you have any suggestions, please call me at
church, or email me at devra@holyspiritlasvegas.org.

With Joy!

Women of the ELCA Gathering
By: Janet Hayden

It was my privilege to attend the 9th

Triennial Gathering of the Women of the
ELCA in Charlotte, North Carolina, July 24-
27, 2014.

Believe me ladies when I say “God was truly alive in that
place!” Some 2400 women, men and yes, even families were
in attendance. The convention buzzed with music, great
speakers, challenging workshops and Bible studies. Each day
opened with a complete gathering of all participants in a
service of beautiful music and a Bible study led by Dr. Diana
Jacobson, director of the Book of Faith Initiative for the
ELCA.

On Friday we heard from the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, our
presiding bishop. The Rev. Susan Sparks, our featured
speaker, delivered up her reflections on the gathering theme,

“of many generations, in the way that only a pastor, lawyer
and comedian rolled into one can do”. She was amazing! And
funny!

Saturday we heard from Rev. Becca Stevens, our second
featured speaker, with her message, “Old paths, new visions.”
Both women were inspirational and moving. After lunch there
were various workshops to choose from, shopping of course,
servant events, and after dinner a film screening each night.

There was even time to take a tour – we chose to visit the
boyhood home of the Rev. Billy Graham in Charlotte.
Beautiful library.

All in all it was a great four days. I can’t wait to attend
the next one, God willing, in Minneapolis, Minnesota in July
2017!

(Editor’s note: Maybe there are other women in our congregation
who might like to attend, see Janet if you have any questions.)

Good and gracious God, how beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news.
We pray for missionaries across the world.
Keep them safe and bless the work they do in
your name. You have called us all into
mission.  Keep our focus on your
empowering presence in the midst of our
stormy challenges.

You have given us vast seas, great
lands, and abundant natural resources to feed a hungry planet.
Give us also grateful hearts and willing hands to care for these
good gifts.  We ask again for rain in our neighboring state of
California and throughout the Colorado River region.

Be present with those across the earth who are hiding
from their enemies, and who are afraid they are all alone,
especially those in Iraq, Gaza and Israel. We also pray for
those in West Africa who are frightened by the enemy of
Ebola.  Wrap them securely in the mantle of your loving
presence.

Calm the storms that sweep across the lives of those who
are ill. We pray especially for: Ted Alm, Linda Clayton,

Rebecca Cleveland, Lillian Dilworth, Dana Hackett, Laura
Haynes, Tia Heinreich, and Susan Hicks.

Also for Bev Langenberger and her daughter, Betty Von
Wagner, Marna Lister, Betty Mahalik, Jean Pritchett, Keith
and Bev Quirk, Shirley Rogers, Reverend Rick Rouse, Ray
Schaefges, Jane Seum, Janet Sprague, and Gene Suckow.

We pray also for Barbara Butler’s mother, Dorothy; Joy
Clark’s father, Atley; Linda Clayton’s mom; Janet Hayden’s
husband, Roger; Dave Johnson’s granddaughter, Reese;
Kesling’s daughter, Nora Lee; Nancy McDonald’s father, Art;
Pastor David Polling-Goldene of New Song Lutheran Church in
Henderson; Carol Townsend’s mother, Donna, and Amy
Trunoske’s father, Robert.

We pray for Dick Nauman and those who mourn the passing
of his wife, Sarah, and for Gene Suckow and all those mourning
the passing of Alma. Our prayers have also been lifted up for
Yvonne Drakeley and those who mourned the loss of Yvonne’s
son, Ron.

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all
for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen
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Michele Anderson-Beck

“More Godwinks!”

This morning was beautiful!  It was early, so it was cool and a
nice breeze was stirring – a perfect morning for a ride!  I love
riding – it's one of few things I do that doesn't allow my mind
to wander – it really is freedom for me.  Being able to connect
with animals is such a gift from God!

Whether it’s praise, training, reprimand or just sounds of
encouragement, all riders talk or make sounds to their horses.
Ally, the horse I ride, often makes me laugh out loud.  She
talks back to me in her unique way - she encourages,
reprimands and trains me as well. This morning, I found
myself in a universal conversation.

Ally and I were cantering around the arena (the arena we
ALWAYS ride in) and she spooked at an invisible monster in
a corner. “Oh Ally!  Really!!??? How old are you?  How
many times have we been past this corner?  Really?  Don’t
you trust me after all of this time together?  Really!”  We
paused briefly, recollected and continued our ride.  Then it hit

me.  I let her walk as I was laughing
out loud and looking to heaven.
I’ve been Godwinked!

My words to Ally, were really
God’s words to me.  “Really
Michele, I have been with you since before day one – how
many times have I been there for you?  Always.  Trust me.
Really.”

Thank you God, today's message was loud and clear!!

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9  NIV

Cross Wall

Have you noticed the Cross Wall in the Fellowship Hall? Our
Cross Wall is growing!! There are several beautiful crosses all
with their personal stories. Where did it come from? What
does it mean to you? Why is it so special? Check out the
cross stories at the wall or see them on our website. Bring
your cross and your story to the office and we will display it
until next year!

Altar Guild is one of the most
difficult ministry teams to
interest new members in joining
our service, to fulfill our
congregation’s worship
experience.  Yet, it is one of the
least demanding and the spiritual

rewards are tremendous. Our team has many aspects of
responsibility which are pretty much all behind the scenes.
What we do usually just appears somewhere in the sanctuary.

Right now we are seeking new members to help prepare
communion during the week, and to set out and remove the
communion elements for the services.  Our most pressing need
is for the traditional services, but more help is welcomed for
all. These responsibilities take
little time, about one hour during
the week, but can become a very
fulfilling personal worship
experience.  Our goal is to have a
person or family serve only once
during each month. Please
prayerfully consider volunteering to help.

While we’re addressing the needs of Altar Guild, let me
list a few more responsibilities that might be of interest.
These are the many additional places we need your talents if
you do not feel the above is your forte.
1. Paraments are changed according to seasons and holy

days,

2. arrange the flowers;
3. order, hang, and keep banners current and as interesting

as possible;
4. bake the communion bread and cube it;
5. purchase the communion wine;
6. keep the linens and acolyte robes clean and in good order;
7. prepare for baptisms and monitor the baptismal font,
8. decorate for special holidays,
9. flowers for special occasions are announced and ordered,

etc. etc. etc.
If you can only help once a year it would be a huge blessing
and greatly appreciated.

PLEASE NOTE: This has been
posted in the bulletin, but I will reiterate.
If you have special needs in regard to
bread, please let Pastor Paul know
outside the service by note, email, or
phone. There are only a few people at
this point who need gluten-free bread, so
the need is being addressed informally.
That said, our goal is to serve you, our
brothers and sisters in Christ.

God bless you all,

Norma Kesling
702 645-4727
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults

through Christian Education and Fellowship.

As usual,
the summer
seemed to
speed by and
here it is Fall
(almost) and
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
RALLY DAY

again! We are excited for a new
Sunday School year to begin! Our
theme for the 2014-2015 year is taken
from a couple of this year’s VBS
themes – “GROW WITH GOD,
WALK WITH GOD”. This theme
truly expresses our mission to support
the faith journey of children through
Christian education and fellowship.

We as Sunday School teachers
pray for God’s guidance to help
“Grow” children’s faith in God and
their understanding of God’s Word,
the Bible, so they will “Walk” with
God throughout their lives.

We are using a new curriculum
this year, published by Sparkhouse-
Augsburg Fortress which is the
publisher for the ELCA. Spark
Lectionary Curriculum will follow the
revised common lectionary, which
means that the Sunday School lesson
each week will correspond to one of
the lessons used in Worship. Using
lectionary based curriculum will help
children connect Worship and Sunday
School.

We have also
purchased Spark
Bibles (New
Revised Standard
Version) for our
upper elementary
classes. The Spark
Bible corresponds with the curriculum
and includes child-friendly definitions,
facts, trivia and questions to help
children think about their faith.
PreK/KG/1st grade levels will use The
Spark Story Bible as the means of
sharing God’s Word with our younger
children.

Rally Sunday is September 7,
the first day of Sunday School for the
2014-15 year. This first Sunday, we
have some special activities planned
focusing on our Sunday School theme,

“Grow with God, Walk with God”.
Parents are welcome to participate in
these activities with their children on
Rally Sunday if you would like.

We are blessed with an amazing
Sunday School staff for the coming
year including the following:
Preschool: Judi Hempel and Kim
Heinreich;
KG/1st Grade: Gwen Jolls and
Rebekah Signoretti;
2nd/3rd Grade: Fred Schrumm and
Shaun Woods;
4th/5th Grade: Marsha Stephenson
and Edie Bush;
Substitutes: Gail Lane, Linda Proto
and Kelly Latham.

We will continue
to collect an offering
during the Sunday
School Opening time
each week. Our
offering money is
contributed to World
Vision in support of a young boy in
Mali, Africa, whom our Sunday
School sponsors. Offering money is
also given to Family Promise here in
Las Vegas as well as to the church.

If you are able to bring a small
snack and drink to share with your
child’s Sunday School classmates,
please sign up for a Sunday or two on
the sign-up sheet on your child’s
classroom door.

At the time of this writing, we are
waiting for someone to answer the call
for service opportunity to assist in
leading the High School Sunday
School class; please contact Amy
Trunoske if you are interested.

Sunday School on September 28
will be all elementary classes
combined as our Family Promise
guests will be using the classrooms
that Sunday. All elementary students
will meet in either the Sunday School
lobby area or the east end of the
Fellowship hall. Look for signage that
Sunday as to where to meet!

In His Service,

Gwen Jolls
Team Leader

Stories
with Ms.
Judi will
meet
Wednesday,
September 3

at 10:30 for a final session of
Summertime Fun. Ms. Judi will be
out of town for the rest of September.
October 1, Stories with Ms. Judi will
resume with Fall Stores.

A child’s Prayer for Protection

If indeed childhood was ever
carefree, it’s hardly so now. Some
children face bullying, while others
deal with rough home lives. Many fret
over their performance at school and
in sports. News of dangers and
tragedies makes parents want to
shelter their kids from worldly harm.

Whether real or imagined,
childhood anxieties are best
confronted in the same way as adult
anxieties: through prayer and the
assurance of God’s presence. Teach
this traditional prayer to a young
person in your life — and find comfort
in it yourself:

God in heaven, hear my prayer.
Keep me in thy loving care.
Be my guide in all I do.
Bless all those who love me too.

Amen.
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Youth & Family Ministry

cannot believe it is already September and the new school
year is upon us!!  What an amazing summer we have had!
I feel so blessed to have been a part

of so many amazing events!  First we
had our Vacation Bible School where I
was once again the Director.  What an
awesome week!  I must commend our youth for once again
stepping up to take on some amazing support roles!  Your
input and assistance are always appreciated!!

Almost immediately following VBS, I accompanied four
of our youth to the Western States Youth Gathering at Cal
Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, CA.  Wow! is all I can

say!  Such an amazing event and opportunity for our youth!
I feel very blessed to have been a part of this event and I

feel such amazing gratitude for each and every member of this
congregation!  Whether it was through moral support or
financial, you all helped make this happen!  And wow, did it
seem like an unattainable task at hand, in the beginning, when
it came to making sure that the youth who wished to go could
go!

Through fundraising, donations from our internal
ministries, donations from our members and a special offering,
we were able to cover all of the costs to attend this event!
With a congregation that gives so much of itself already, I am
honored that you felt the call to assist our youth ministry in
this way!  This event not only touched some of our youth, but
also myself in a way that will continue to create fire and
passion for the need to serve and call those lost souls to the
Love of God and Forgiveness of Christ!   I am hoping this
event will inspire not only the youth who attended, but that
their experience (and mine) will filter positive energy and
inspiration throughout our youth group to work not only
toward next year’s National Youth Gathering in Detroit, but to
also become amazing disciples here at home!

Our theme for the WSYG was EPIC FAIL EPIC FAITH.
Can I just say how cool it is to be among 650 Lutheran youth!
We met a lot of youth groups from all over California,

Oregon, New Mexico, Utah, and even Alaska!  It was great to
meet youth groups from where I grew up or where I have
family!

We traveled to the event with The Lakes Lutheran Church
from here in Las Vegas.  It was nice to start out in a sea of
strangers already knowing people.  But it did not take long for
new friendships to blossom!  I always started conversations
with new groups by asking, “So where is your youth group
from?”  That usually sparked a conversation which led to
people being way more interested in the fact that we were
from Las Vegas!  We kind of felt a bit like celebrities at times!
(It was amazing how many people wanted to take pictures
with us when we were in our Las Vegas shirts.)

All of their amazement got me wondering though, do
people just think there are no churches in Las Vegas? Maybe
they just don’t think there are Lutherans in Las Vegas.

I must commend the ELCA team that put the event
together and to Cal
Lutheran for hosting it!
What an amazing job!
There wasn’t much down
time.  They had amazing
events for almost every
hour of the day from 7am
to lights out at 1am.  (And
some pretty amazing
meals I must say!)  I
definitely needed to call
on some EPIC FAITH,
though, to get me through
the lack of sleep.  I had a
few EPIC FAILS along
the way.  But to look
back, those failures were
necessary to grow as a
youth leader.

There were some really great assemblies each day.  Great
music (picked up a new fave artist to add to my collection),
and some messages that really made you think.  Some were so
moving they brought many of us to tears.  What was amazing
though is when the house band would play that certain song,
that song you start singing. and it just hits you so hard you are
flooded with emotion.  And then you look around the room
and see that you are not the only one.  To be among hundreds
of other people experiencing that same deep emotion is a very
powerful experience!

I will touch more on our theme in future articles.  I could
talk all day about my experience!  I will however, add a few
more of the amazing things we experienced:  Food Truck Fest
(discovering WANCHOS!!) and wipeout, beach day at
Ventura Beach, Service/Worship day at Angelica Lutheran
Church in Pico Union Los Angeles, Cal Lutheran scavenger
hunt, the random act of a group or person breaking into song
and it spreading like a wildfire though the event,

I
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playing mafia with random youth groups waiting for assembly
to begin, neon dance, photo booth, extreme sports, Creative
Chaos, WSYG communion, assembly leader singing an EPIC
FAIL EPIC FAITH version of Let It Go, hearing the Bishops
from our neighboring Synods speak and our amazing
devotionals at the end of the night.  Whew!  There was so
much jam-packed into four days!

I would like to say to Zach, Evelyn, Farrah and Leilani:
Thank you for having the EPIC FAITH to embark on this
journey with me.  Even though we had a few EPIC FAILS
along the way, I feel so blessed to have experienced this event
with you.  I hope each of you took away something from the
amazing messages presented to you during that weekend.
Remember that no matter what EPIC FAILS you feel you
have, or how many times you feel people EPICALLY FAIL
you, maintain the EPIC FAITH that you are a child of God
and that through Jesus Christ we are all forgiven.

Before I forget, I would like to give a shout out to The
Lakes Lutheran Youth group for all of their help on this
journey.  I would also like to thank Janet Hayden for her
support on this trip!  You are an amazing woman and it was
great to have you along for the ride!  Much thanks and love!

Immediately following the WSYG, I came home to
volunteer for the first time during the TeenSong/KidSong

Music Camp.  Wow!  What hard work and effort is put into
those weeks of camp.  And the end result was nothing less
than amazing!  Way to go camp staff and participants!
On July 11, the Holy Spirit youth and the TeenSong youth
joined together for a fun night of swimming at the
Chapman’s!  We had so much fun and the food was amazing!
What amazing people to open up their home to our youth for a
much needed night of relaxation and cooling off!   So thanks
again to Dean and Marcia Chapman for the memorable
night!!  You are truly thoughtful and generous people!

In my next newsletter article, I will be dishing details
from the first Multi Church Youth Group event being held at
Holy Spirit under my leadership.  I have been so very blessed
to be a part of such an amazing network of Youth Leaders!
Through some amazing collaboration this event was born!
With Pastor Jason Adams of Reformation Lutheran Church,
members of their youth group and a few others, I hope this
evening is yet another event to provide inspiration for those
youth able to attend Detroit next summer. And although some
of our youth realized, on a regional level among 650 youth,
that they are not alone in their faith, I hope on a local scale our
youth realize that as well. I recently attended a training event
whose theme was, “Alone we go fast, but together we go far”.
I think this reigns true for our youth as well.  When you stop
thinking that you are the only one, that there is a larger body
of Christ and you are not alone in your beliefs.  There is a
power in that knowledge.  A power that creates stronger
disciples!  I can’t wait!

Now I will leave you with just a
few pictures from our amazing
gathering and swim youth night!

Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske
Youth & Family Team Leader
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ

and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

Art of Life Class
ave you ever wanted to create
your very own beautiful
painting?

The answer is that
You Can! Come
join our 6-week art
class led by Austin
Bowles beginning
September 21
from 4-6 pm.

We will learn fundamentals of
color and composition from an
abstract expressionist perspective. We
will also learn and apply biblical
principles of light and beauty as we
examine the history of modern art, as
well as the current trends in

contemporary art.
We will be
drawing and
painting each
session of the six
weeks, with a
"masterwork"
submitted by each

person for Holy Spirit Art Night on
November 8. Cost is $30 per person
for art supplies.

Please sign up through the
Sunday bulletin connection card or
contact Devra Betts or Austin
Bowles. Ages
Junior/Senior High
to Adult. Many
surprises of self-
discovery await all
those who
participate!

Some
scholarship money
is available for
youth.

Austin Bowles

Army of One
It is time to begin our weekly

studies/breakfasts. I hope everyone
had a wonderful summer and we are
prepared to continue our study of
Daniel. This is a precursor to what the
group wants to do next and that is a
study of the book of Revelation.

Our first meeting will be on
September 9, 2014 at 9:30 at Holy
Spirit. Mike Jolls has graciously
volunteered to provide our
nourishment.

This study is open to all men
whether or not you are a member of
Holy Spirit. If you haven’t been in a
Bible study before, this is a perfect
time to begin. There is no set
schedule to finish a certain amount of
material and everyone has an
opportunity to participate or not.

It is a very relaxed setting, so
don’t be afraid. Just come and enjoy a
good meal and find out what it is all
about. Hope to see some new faces.
We try to finish right at 11am so you
have the rest of the day to do whatever
else is on your plate. SEE YOU
THERE!

Dean Chapman

Homeless Youth

We are so proud of all the support
our faithful church family gives to the

young people in our city.
Eighteen backpacks filled
with all the needed items
for the start of school
were recently delivered,
plus hygiene bags (filled
with hotel size lotions
shampoos, conditioners,
soaps, gels, toothpaste
and toothbrushes), snack

bars and bottles of water.
There were also additional boxes

of paper, folders, calculators,
protractors, dictionaries, thesaurus and
rulers. Also delivered were boxes of
snacks, pudding, water, 10 pairs of
shoes, female and male underwear,
hairbrushes, shampoo, warm weather
clothing and $100 in fast food gift
cards. Thank You LORD, for the
blessings.

Our church Endowment fund
approved a $350 donation to NPHY to
be used for bus passes for these young
people. Thank you to the Endowment
Committee for their support of NPHY.
This means more than you realize for

these young people to be able to get to
school and their jobs.

Many of the youth are stair
dwellers, so the next few months we
will be collecting warm clothing,
hoodies, etc. They always request fast
food cards ($5/10) to help out during
days when there is no school meal.

If anyone has any questions about
NPHY please call Marcia Chapman
702-645-7236. Thanks to all of you
for your generosity.

GOD BLESSES US ALL IN SO
MANY WAYS.

Women in the Spirit (WITS)

Hope everyone
had an enjoyable
and safe
summer!  Our
first Prayer
Shawl Ministry
meeting will be
held
Wednesday,
September 10 at

6pm…prior to the Wednesday night
Bible Study at 7pm.  Usually the
meetings will be held the second
Wednesday of the month.

All are welcome to join this
ministry…we provide prayer patches,
lap robes and prayer shawls to those
who are ill, recuperating or in need of
prayer.  We also provide a blanket to
the newly baptized.

If you are interested in this
ministry, whether to craft an item, or
just pray for the members and
recipients, please attend the meeting.
I have a stockpile of yarn that I will
bring…if in need of
yarn for any
project, call me.
For any questions,
please contact Faye
Bastarache,
702.375.6832.
PRAY WITHOUT
CEASING!!!

Faye Bastarache

.

H
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Maxwell’s Musings

“Be a rainbow in
someone else’s
cloud.”

—Maya Angelou

ots of our church family and friends
took advantage of the summer months
with some travel.  Let’s read about

some of their adventures…
The last

week of June
and first week of
July, Judy
Carey and Dave
Johnson
traveled to
Sweet Home
Chicago. Judy
had not been

back home in about nine years, and Dave
had never been to Chicago.

It was an awesome trip. All Judy’s
friends got together for a reunion of sorts;
there were several
people she had not
seen in like 20 years
or more! Her step-
daughter and niece
drove down from
Wisconsin for the
evening, and of
course Judy’s son
Tom who lives there,
and she hadn’t seen for three years, was
there.

Of course they enjoyed the White
Castles, pizza, mini-golf, lake cruise, and
being able to attend her aunt’s 84th
birthday party. Krista stayed an extra
two weeks with her dad once they came
back.

There were all the weather situations
Judy has missed - high humidity, rain,
thunderstorms, as well as a tornado that
touched down about five miles from their
hotel.  It was dark the morning they left to
return home, as there was no power....very
exciting! I have a feeling they won’t wait
nine years before they go back again,
though

Oh!  I almost forgot!
They have a new family
member, her name is
Bella, she is three years
old and they adopted her
from Lied Animal
Shelter.  That’s why they weren’t in
church August 10 – they were saving a
life! Officially, they now have more
animals than people in their house!

Stuart and Michele Beck went
camping up the California and Oregon
coast with Molly and Abbey for the first

time. Stuart
and Michele
have been
camping, but
never together
in their 16
years!
Anyway.....

Molly LOVED camping, Abbey did not.
Look at those ears in the photo – it’s
pretty obvious! I think Molly probably
had the best time out of them all!

They met Michele’s family in
Cannon Beach for her Mom’s 80's
birthday - they had a great time.

Stuart was mentioned in Norm
Clark’s column of the Review Journal in
August.  He was among a group of
magicians honoring their mentor, Johnny
Thompson, who received a gift of a new
Cadillac, from his friends, for his 80th

birthday. Stuart tweeted a photo of
himself, Penn Jillette, Raymond Teller
and Siegfried Fischbacher (I would call
that “walking in tall cotton!”), with the
caption, “Of course we didn’t tell Johnny
we only leased it.”

Terry and Mary West had a
wonderful summer trip to Billings, MT.
Their niece
Diane, is
doing
wonderfully
well after
having brain
implants for
Parkinson’s.
She
mentioned
she could
smell, taste
and sing again.

Terry went with Diane to her doctor
appointment where the doctor unplugged
her sensors.  It was quite an eye-opener
without being connected to the electrodes.
To see her now, one would never know
she has Parkinson’s.

They travelled on to High River,
Alberta, where they had lived for 19
years.  It was so joyful to visit with former
neighbors, seeing their children, now
young adults.

While living there, they were
involved in amateur theatre and had a nice
get-together planned by one of their

friends.  They also attended a rodeo, a
common event in Alberta during the
summer months.  After two weeks in
Alberta, it was back to Billings for a
grandnephew’s wedding.

Their experience coming home was
trying.  They had planned to stay around
Salt Lake overnight, but no rooms to be
had (I’ve heard of a story like that!).
Seems there was a sports convention with
everything booked up for miles.  Ended
up staying in Beaver, UT, a 750 mile
drive; never so glad to finally stop for the
night.

Our office manager, Loretta, took a
long road trip to the Northwest this
summer – I went along for the ride,
mainly to get out of the desert heat!  She
picked up her sister, LaVon in
Sacramento, CA and they headed to
Shady Cove, OR for an afternoon visit
with their sister Terry. From there, it was
on to Seattle, WA, to visit a friend for an
evening.

Bright and early on Friday, August
25, Loretta, LaVon and I headed to
Whistler. I stayed in Loretta’s pocket
while we went thru the border into
Canada. The border patrol asked lots of
questions, but never asked if we had a
mouse in the car – so we were okay!

Once in Canada, we were in another
world – the trees reached heaven – the sky
was so blue, it was beautiful. We arrived
at our destination and met up with
Loretta’s daughter Leslie and her
boyfriend, Dan. It was their weekend!
We were there to support them! They
participated in Ironman Canada 2014 on
Sunday, July 27.

As a mouse, I see NO reason to swim
2.6 miles, then bike 112 miles and then run
a full marathon, 26.2 miles ALL in one
day… Leslie has done this before (her 4th)
but it was Dan’s first.

Loretta told me that “spectating was as
hard as the actual race” – I told her she was
nuts! Until I did it.

L
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We were up early and walked
from the swimming, biking and
running “view areas”  In between, we

drank lots of Starbucks, ate
food (including my favorite,
a cheese Danish), took

bathroom breaks, and finally sat in
chairs in a most beautiful tree lined,
cool walking path, and cheered on
each and every athlete!

Then
out of
the
creek
comes a
bear – I
don’t
know -
maybe
100 feet
from us
– back

to Loretta’s pocket!! I think we
scared him as much as he scared us –
he just turned and walked off. We had
mega phones, Oregon duck whistles
and of course, the Ironmen cow bells.

First there goes Leslie, then Dan
passes, then Leslie! Waiting for Dan
– no Dan – where is Dan? – what is
Dan doing? – did the bear eat Dan?
Dan? Where are you? Okay – finally
he passed by, whew!

The rule is you have to finish the
Ironman in 17 hours or you are NOT
an Ironman! And have to try again!
Dan’s goal – finish!) We were a little
worried now about Dan, but a few
minutes later Leslie passed us and
caught up to Dan…. Long story short
(too late) Leslie finished in just over
13 hours and Dan just over 16 hours!
YEA for Leslie who knew what to
expect and did it! And YEA for Dan
who didn’t know what to expect and
finished it! I’m not sure who was
more proud: mom, auntie or me,
Maxwell?

The next day was Loretta’s
birthday – and although Leslie and
Dan would have preferred to sit most
of the day – we took a gondola ride to
Whistler peak (btw, this is where the
2010 winter Olympics were held).
Took another Gondola over to the
Blackmoor Peak. Gorgeous, God
Country! Then hiked to the “ski lift”
and took it to the very top – where
there was still snow. Spectacular! My
ears were popping and Dan and
Leslie’s legs were creaking!

After a few hours of beautiful
scenery we went to a hydro-therapy
spa. Hot, cold, relax, hot, cold, relax
several times – no talking – and a
massage! Loretta said it was the best
birthday ever!!

We left Leslie and Dan Tuesday
morning and stopped again in Shady
Cove, then Sacramento. On our way
home (to Las Vegas) we stopped to
see Loretta’s son, Jordan, in San
Francisco. He’s been there for the
summer doing an internship at the
Olympic Golf Club. Had dinner at
Fisherman’s wharf.

Sigh!  Vacations have to end and
it was back to work.

I am so happy I had so much to
share with my readers this month.
Hope you enjoyed reading about the
adventures as much as I did.  Of
course, I’m still reliving the bear
incident.

Looking
forward to more
adventures for
October’s issue.
Maybe some of you could tell about
your children’s school experiences the
first month of school.  Pet stories are
always fun, too.

So long for now and DON’T
FEED THE BEARS!

Your friend,
Maxwell

The slurry walls of life

As horrific as 9/11 was, it could’ve
been even worse if not for a 30-year-old
engineering feat. Reaching some 70 feet
underground, a 3-foot-thick concrete
structure called a “slurry wall”
surrounded the base of the World Trade
Center complex. Designed to prevent the
Hudson River from flooding the
basement, this wall prevented New
York’s subway system from flooding
and countless additional people from
dying on September 11, 2001.

A slurry wall is constructed by
pouring a thick, goopy mixture of
powdered clay and water into a deep,
narrow trench. The solution coats the
sides, preventing water and soil from
collapsing the trench. Pipes are then
inserted through the slurry, and concrete
is pumped into the trench, pushing the
slurry up and out. At the WTC, the
concrete formed such a strong wall that
even two airplanes and the falling
towers didn’t fracture it. Part of the
slurry wall still stands at the 9/11
Memorial site, a symbol of resilience.

Sometimes God uses life’s “slurry”
to make us stronger than we ever
thought possible. We might wish
something yucky hadn’t happened —
until we discover it was part of what
sustained us, making us resilient and
enabling us to rise out of destruction and
death to awe-inspiring new life.
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Fellowship/Prayers

here has the summer gone?
It’s hard to believe that we
are into the month of

September already!  The Fellowship
Team is making plans for several
events between now and the end of the
year.  Get your calendar and a pen or
pencil and write the following dates
on it:

The Annual Church Picnic will
again be held at the Centennial Hills
Park (areas A and B) on September
28 beginning at 2:00.  Bring a dish to
share with others.  Everything else
will be furnished.  The directions are
easy – from church, travel north on 95
to exit 91 (Buffalo).  Stay to the left as
you exit to Buffalo.  Continue
approximately one mile on Buffalo.
You will pass Fire Station No. 41 on
the left.  The next left is the entrance
to the picnic site.  If you come to
Elkhorn you’ve passed the site … but
not by much.  See you there!

The
Ministry Fair
will be October
4 and 5.  This
year’s theme is
“God’s

Masterpiece”.  If you aren’t sure what
the Fellowship Team is or does, be
sure to stop by our table and ask.  One
of us will be glad to tell you, and if
you’d like to be a part of our Team,
we can handle that, too!

The Annual Chili Supper will be
on Sunday,
October 19
at 5:00pm.
Make up a
pot of your
favorite chili
to share with

everyone else … or just come and
enjoy a bowl or two (or three) of chili.
This is always a ‘deliciously fun’
event!

In rounding out our food events
for the year, the Pie Fest will be on
November 26, following the
Thanksgiving Eve service, and the
Advent Breakfast is scheduled for

November 30. Breakfast will be
served between church services.

A BIG THANK YOU must be
given to several people:

Thank you, Dick and Betty
Kovack, for once again hosting the
Annual Steak
Cook-out; thank
you, Ron Isaacs
who stood over the
extremely hot grill
cooking
everyone’s meat to
their satisfaction;
thank you, Sally Magnuson, for
baking and bringing the delicious
variety of bars for our dessert, and
last, but not least, thank you, Loretta
Block, for once again baking all those
potatoes and sweet potatoes.   Even
though this event was held on what
was probably the hottest day in 2014,
all who attended seemed to have a
great time!

Thank you to all who attended the
Meet, Greet, and Eat Salad Bar
Lunch.  The variety of salads was
amazing and delicious as well.  Thank
you, Dan Mayer, for running the
dishwasher afterward (not an easy
task!).

Thank you to all who have
donated bottled water throughout the
summer.  Just because the weather
will eventually get cooler, please do
not stop bringing the water.

Thank you, Nancy McDonald,
for getting the coffee ‘ready’ for
Sunday mornings; thank you, Mary
Wonola, for faithfully doing ‘kitchen
duty’, prior to each Sunday morning
service, and thank you, Ann Taylor
and Sharon Manning, for cleaning up
after the coffee hour each week.

By the time you receive this issue
of ‘That’s the Spirit’, I should be

recuperating from knee replacement
surgery.  That being said, I want to
close by saying the BIGGEST
THANK YOU to the fabulous
Fellowship Team for all of the
behind-the-scenes work that you do to
make each and every ‘food event’ a
huge success!  Take a minute right
now to pat yourselves on the back and
take a bow!

Our next Fellowship Team
meeting is on
Tuesday,
September 2 at
6:30.  Please join
us if you are
interested in being
part of a great
group of women
(and men).

That’s all for now!

Ruth Ann Isaacs
839-0362 home 839-8201 cell

2risex@cox.net

W
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Community ~ Outreach
I

ave
you
ever

wondered
where your
next meal or food of any kind was
coming from?  No, me either! Thanks
be to God!  Unfortunately, just here in
the United States more than 50 million
people, including 1 in 5 children, do
not know where their next meal will
come from!  Worldwide, 868 million
people are in that same category!  1.4
billion people worldwide live in
extreme poverty!

Staggering information such as
this is difficult for us to assimilate
when we are used to walking to our
pantries or “running” to the grocery
store for food.  It is so overwhelming
to think about, one wonders “what can
I do or even what can we at Holy
Spirit do?” The answer!  We can join
other concerned people and other
congregations to support the efforts of
the ELCA World Hunger program.

The ELCA has set a target of
$115 million for World Hunger as a
five-year fund raising campaign.
Funds will be used to educate people
such as ourselves to the need, educate
those affected in ways they can work
to improve their lives and directly
provide food relief to the United
States and over 50 countries around
the world.  For 2014, the goal is $20
million after achieving $19 million in
2013 and $18 million in 2012.
Accomplishing goals such as these
come about only by us all working
together.

As with many campaigns or
“efforts” one always wonders how the
money is really used. In 2013, World
Hunger funds were used: 71% to
reducing hunger through international
relief; 12% to reducing hunger
through domestic relief; 10% to
hunger education, advocacy and
networking and 7% to administration
and fund raising.  You can see 93%
reached the "street" in one form or
another!  2013 gifts to ELCA World
Hunger supported 255 unique projects
in 57 countries!

One can ask, why the “world”
when there is so much need right here
at “home”?  As I and others have

mentioned before, we are blessed in
the United States to have many people
and organizations assisting in
providing food and shelter.
Unfortunately in many parts of the
world there aren’t similar
organizations or many people who
have the resources to step up and
provide the kind of assistance needed.

Our church council has approved
the weekend of October 4-5, 2014 as
World Hunger “weekend” at Holy
Spirit.  The weekend before we will
be sharing a short video of actual
stories to get you thinking about
World Hunger. Then on October 4-5,
in the bulletin we will have a World
Hunger insert and special offering
envelope for your use as you are
moved to support the ELCA efforts.
Giving to World Hunger is to be over
and above your normal support of
Holy Spirit’s ministry. Thanks to an
Endowment Committee grant we
already have $150.00 to share!

If you are unable to support the
efforts monetarily, prayer is always
greatly appreciated!

God's work.  Our hands.

Keith Hopkey

Family Promise
Family Promise was created in

response to the growing need to
provide shelter, meals, and
comprehensive support to families
temporarily without homes. The
program unites religious
congregations to assist homeless
families. Each host church provides
accommodations and meals for three
to five families for two weeks; Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church participates
two times a year.
Volunteers in the Family Promise
program provide homeless families
with basic human needs - shelter,
safety, and sustenance - with a spirit
of warmth and hospitality. Churches
become temporary homes in which
families are treated as guests and are
accepted as they are.

If you have never volunteered for
Family Promise, just ask anyone who

has; it’s a lot of fun
and very rewarding. Our family has
been volunteering for many years. We
started out as evening hosts, then took
the role of preparing a meal with
church members and now we’ve been
coordinators for over 7 years. Don't be
afraid, you won’t have to do
everything by yourself. Get a few
friends together to help with the
dinner; one can make the entree, one
the salad, one the vegetables and one
the dessert. The whole family can be
involved, and remember, confirmation
students will receive confirmation
credit. Of course, small groups are
always welcome. If you are unable to
donate your time you can always sign
up to donate food items.

This is an opportunity for you to
Serve Christ by helping your

Neighbor….
Beginning Sunday September 21 –
October 5, HSLC will host these
families. There are many volunteer
opportunities.
Meals - prepare a dinner meal for the
guests, hosts and yourselves, serve
(5:30pm) and socialize during the
meal.
Evening Hosts - to greet the guests
(5pm) and socialize, help with
homework, watch TV and share in the
dinner meal (until about 8pm).
Overnight Hosts - arrive at church
(8pm) - socialize with the guests until
bedtime (9pm) - leave in the morning
after serving them breakfast (the
guests are picked up around 6:45am).
Food Donations - we provide
breakfast and lunch for our guests - we
need milk, juice, cereal, yogurt, bread,
bagels, muffins, lunch meat, cheese,
fruit, chips, and dessert, there will be a
sign up sheet in the narthex, and items
should be brought to the kitchen by
noon on Sunday September 21.
Laundry - On Sunday, the 5th of
October there will be bins of sheets,
blankets and towels to be laundered.
Please take home one or two bins and
return the clean linens to the church.

Please sign up on the chart in the
narthex or call Dan & Sue Mayer at
702 658-1046 if you have any
questions.

H
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Church Plant
One of the two leaders was recently
ordained and then sent out with 79 church
members to help start the new work.

World Cup Fever
Here the World Cup is a crazy cultural
phenomenon! Thousands gathered in the
center of the city to celebrate after the last
victory.

Mission Trip to India
Two young people  from the church
will be going on their  first trip to India
this Dec. and Jan.

Valentina talking with the
Sunday School about India

Dear Friends and Family,

One drizzly cold day in Mendoza there were over 1,000 Semis stuck in
the mountains because of the snow. We were sitting in a one-room
shack that had just installed a small wood burning stove and was
fighting off the damp coldness. No one had graduated from high
school in this home. The visiting mother had only finished first grade,
but had taught herself to read and write.

The warmth of the stove stands in contrast to the cold reality of broken
families. The mother was abused by her father and moved to Mendoza
when she was only fifteen.  She was soon pregnant with her first son,
Leandro, in whose home we are doing a weekly exploratory Bible
study. Her scorpion tattoo on her hand is a constant reminder of the
harsh sting of life. Two years ago, Leandro was shot three times
getting off a city bus in order  to be robbed of a camera he had in his
hand. What a joy it is to see the warmth of the Word of God slowly
seep into this family and transform hurt to hope.

In His Love,
Bill and Debbie

Prayer Requests

1. Pray for transformation of the Casanova family through the
Word of God.

2.   Pray for Maribeth’s job search for a nursing position in the
Chicago Land area.

How to continue to financially partner with us:  Checks should be made
out to Global Service Network with our account number on the memo
line 51211005

MILLER MAILER
July 2014
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~

Lydia Cleveland 9/1
Chrissy Hare 9/1
Hannah Alexander 9/3
Brandon Russo 9/3
Joanie Dorais 9/5
Ballen Perez 9/5
Ikaika Alcantara 9/8
Janette Alfaro 9/13
Joshua Anderson 9/13
Edie Bush 9/14
Jayda Caison 9/19
Gordon Bogner 9/20
Jim Clark 9/20
Eric Olsen 9/20
Veronica Stewart 9/22
Cheryl Davis 9/23
Marsha Stephenson 9/23
Anjahleek Bell 9/24
Jackie Hopkey 9/26
Charlie Kesling 9/26
Melissa Hunter 9/27
Eileen Miers 9/28
Jimmy McDonald 9/29

Rich & Sandy Hughes 9/10/94
Charlie & Norma Kesling 9/11/82
Pr. Paul & Elaine Hansen 9/14/85
Mark & Amy Pearce 9/14/05
Kevin & Kirsten Cannon 9/20/98
Mark & Dana Roberts 9/21/02
Roy & Carolyn Cameron 9/22/78
Greg & Amy Trunoske 9/23/00
John & Trong Davis 9/27/69
John & Gail Lane 9/28/96

Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory

Changes——

(Please notify the church office of any
changes of address, phone numbers,
and/or email addresses.)

ADAMS, Jason & Ivy
6609 Beacon Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89108

LAI, Peter & Janie
7275 Lavender Rose Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89117

From: Judy Carey & Dave
Johnson

Again, Dave and I, and our entire
family, would like to thank all of you
for keeping our granddaughter Reese
in your prayers as she battles Ewing
Sarcoma. Several weeks ago she
underwent surgery to remove some of
the tissue in her mouth where the
cancer started, now that it had been
zapped.

Shortly after that, we found out
she needed another surgical procedure
to remove a piece of her jaw bone due
to some cancer cells there. Both
surgeries went well and she didn’t
suffer any cosmetic damage or lose
any teeth as they thought she might.

Tests just came back, and YEA!,
no more cancer cells, although she
will still be undergoing chemo until at
least March. Please continue to keep
Reese in your prayers, she has a great
attitude, a beautiful smile and a very
strong will.

God bless you.

There’s an app for that!

These days, there’s a smartphone
app for just about everything. But
what about spiritual concerns? Where
can you turn?

• Depressed? Try the joy app.
Read Isaiah 51:11.

• Tired? Try the renewal app.
Read Isaiah 40:30-31.

• Unsettled? Try the peace app.
Read Philippians 4:7.

• Unloved? Try the love app.
Read Romans 8:38-39.

• Worried? Try the refuge app.
Read Psalm 46:1.

• Fearful? Try the power app.
Read 2 Timothy 1:7.

• Guilty? Try the forgiveness app.
Read Colossians 1:13-14.

• Praying? Try the prayer app.
Read 1 John 5:14-15.

The Scriptures are God’s
storehouse of meaningful applications
for what we face every day. Think of
the Bible as the iTunes Store of
spiritual apps. Best of all, everything’s
free!

—Timothy Merrill
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